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the three religions. From that comparison some con-
cluded that the three religions were equally false,
since each pretended to be the only true religion; there
were, said they, three great impostors: Moses, Jesus
Christ and Mahomet, who had deceived the Jews,
Christians and Moslems. This phrase attributed
(wrongly) to the Emperor Frederic II. circulated in
Italy during the thirteenth century. Others on the
contrary concluded that the three religions were
equally good, and related this parable: A man pos-
sessed a ring to which his heritage was attached. As
he loved equally his three sons, he had two rings made
exactly like his own, and gave one to each of his
three sons. The father died. Each of the three
claimed the succession attached to the ring, and the
judge decided that all three should inherit The
Christian, the Moslem, the Jew, are all sons of one
celestial Father, who has wished that all three should
have part in the heritage. The Christians gave a
different ending to the story: A sick man was sent for
and made to touch the three rings; he was. cured. In
touching the true one the touchstone of the true re-
ligion is the miracle, and the miracle pronounced in
favor of Christianity.